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bustan: the middle east book review

scrutiny, which is an integral part of organizing a mega-event, will mean for
press freedom in Qatar. Drawing a distinction with Russia and China, recent
mega-event hosts, LaMay argues that despite restrictive media and freedom
of expression laws, Qataris privately feel uninhibited when discussing pubopment strategy: sports, education, media, and art. Yet, LaMay concludes,
Qatar campus, the parameters of freedom of expressions will be established

and their families and social mores of society that uphold traditional percepconsidered by traditionalists as safe for women. Women often have to create those spaces in the absence of publicly accessible venues. Finally, Muslim
sportswomen scholar Nida Ahmad highlights how family and culture shape
the way women athletes harness social media to brand themselves, exposing
the limited opportunities available to them.
no doubt enriches a literature that on the political and societal aspects of
is guide to the fountain of opportunities for future exploration.
James M. Dorsey, National University of Singapore, jmd@jmdonline.org
doi: 10.5325/bustan.11.2.0202

David Stenner
Globalizing Morocco: Transnational Activism
and the Postcolonial State
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019), 319 pp.
isbn: 978-1-5036-0899-3

The international campaign by Moroccan nationalists, orchestrated
throughout three continents in order to gain independence, has been a quite
Globalizing Morocco
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World War II, when the establishment of the United Nations and the Arab
League, brought new hopes for colonized people. From Tangier to Cairo,
to advocate for Moroccan independence to the international bodies (such as

-

newspapers and radio. Other important contributions came from some
not-so-secret American agent Kenneth Pendar who founded the Compagnie
des Boissons Hygiéniques in Casablanca, which bottled Coca-Cola. Combining
the success of his business (hindered by the Residence, the French govern-

Margaret Pope, for her part, operated as a liaison agent for the activists
Morocco, carried out by Maktab al-Maghrib al-‘Arabi, founded in 1947, which
became the regional headquarters for nationalist North African movements.

was to create strong support within the Arab League that could play a pivotal
role in advocating for Moroccan independence at the UN General Assembly.
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The Moroccan nationalists were able to gain maximum support during King
prominent activists of the Maktab

had proved particularly sensitive to the Moroccan question, was banned. The
Paradoxically, the campaign that Moroccan nationalists carried out in Paris
Bureau de documentation et information du Parti de l’Istiqlal

were autonomously developing a harsh critique of French colonial policies.
Among them were the French pioneer settler in Morocco and war veteran
Nobel laureate François Mauriac, General Catroux, the lawyer Georges Izard,
and politicians such as François Mitterand, who founded the Comité FranceMaghreb
French establishment did not reach a consensus on the right of Morocco to
independence before 1955, but the nationalist campaign had an important
role in bringing the case to the forefront of public attention and debate.
from 1947 to 1948, founding the Committee for Liberation of North Africa,
the discussions of the UN General Assembly, was registered in 1952.
new and distinguished supporters to their cause, such as the former First

the CIA; but they could also count on old friends from Tangier and Cairo,
-
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-

the nationalist struggle, contributing to pressure on France that forced it to
engage with the nationalists.
continents, contextualizing their struggle for independence during the Cold
ferent international contexts, they adapted the message to the audience, and
they did not hesitate to court and recruit supporters from across the political
regular guests of the Maktab

-

pro-Palestinian Arab activists, who facilitated their approach to diplomatic
support of the Left as well as more conservative circles, including Catholics.
ing political climate and environment were crucial: as noted above, the
regularly promoted the independence of North Africa over its airwaves, and
in 1954 Nasser started training and funding the Moroccan Liberation Army.
onization in the foreground and at the UN, while the Arab League was almost
always fragmented and concentrated mainly on the Palestinian question.
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ture of the French from a region that was becoming crucial to their interests,
but at the same time wanted to maintain good relations with its French ally,

to ensure that communism would not gain ground in North Africa, creating
a long-lasting connection with the emerging leadership of Morocco. In this
-

independence monarchy managed to co-opt this formidable human capinternationalizing the cause abroad, acquired invaluable experience, and the
diplomatic corps to the national security apparatus, from the Moroccan press

unquestionable gesture of gratitude. Foreign supporters in particular received

the ‘Alawi family.
The originality of the study, the rigorous methodology developed by social
and Arabic, most of them traced to an impressive number of archives in
Nevertheless, it is impossible not to note some oversights. According to
-
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a decade and a half of the history of the Moroccan anti-French movement and
its globalization, except for some cursory glimpses at the review Maghreb published in Paris since 1932, the Association des étudiants musulmans Nord-Africains

the protest against the so-called Berber dahir

ists in Morocco, suggesting a secularist turn to their political confrontation
with the Residence. At the same early date, propaganda was organized abroad,
especially in Paris and Cairo. It was also following international pressure that
France withdrew the controversial decree.
the war, when the international campaign became more strategic. However,
adopted by the nationalists: they had always considered the international
dimension of the anti-French campaign indispensable.
existing literature on Moroccan nationalism and the history of decolonization, introducing new and stimulating perspectives and results.
Barbara De Poli, Ca’ Foscari University Venice, de.poli@unive.it
doi: 10.5325/bustan.11.2.0206

Elad Ben-Dror
Haderech lekaf-tet b’November: Parashat UNSCOP vereshit
meoravuto shel ha’um basichsuch ha’Aravi-Israeli (The road
to partition: UNSCOP and the beginning of United Nations
(Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, 2019), 364 pp.
isbn: 978-9-65217-433-8
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